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November 21, 2024

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Robert Rivas
Speaker of the Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Mike McGuire
Senate Pro Tem
1021 O Street, Suite 8610
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Scott D. Wiener
Chair, Senate Committee on Budget
1021 O Street, Suite 8360
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Jesse Gabriel
Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget
1021 O Street, Suite 5220
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Urgent Action Needed To Address Extreme Heat and Build Community Resilience

Dear Governor Newsom, Speaker Rivas, Pro Tem McGuire, and Chairs Gabriel and
Wiener,

On behalf of the over 100 undersigned organizations, representing environmental
justice communities and allied organizations, we are calling on state leaders to
advance and invest in an integrated, multipronged approach to addressing extreme
heat and to build holistic community resilience against climate catastrophes (e.g.
extreme heat, wildfires, power outages, critical infrastructure damage, wildfire smoke,
and evacuations) in the upcoming budget cycle and legislative session and beyond.

Temperatures soared in places like the San Joaquin Valley and Eastern Coachella
Valley this past summer, shattering previous heat records. Published in July 2024, a
California Department of Insurance report found that seven extreme heat events from
2013 to 2022 killed nearly 460 Californians, led to 5,000 hospitalizations and resulted in
nearly 344 adverse birth outcomes - many of the quantified costs fall on already
overburdened racial and ethnic groups. Power outages, infrastructure damage, lost
wages, agricultural impacts, and other consequences of these heat events have
already cost the state nearly $8 billion. Despite their growing significance, equity
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programs targeting extreme heat and community resilience have been severely
underfunded –making up less than 4% of the total funding in Proposition 4, the climate
bond, as just one example.

As adverse, dangerous climate events grow in frequency and intensity, California’s
emergency response is incomplete without advancing meaningful community
resilience measures, and investing sufficiently in the coordination systems, service
delivery, and social cohesion and community trust needed before disasters occur. The
state must prioritize critical extreme heat and climate resilience programs and advance
public policies that meet California’s changing environmental conditions. See attached
for more information.

The time for urgent action is past due. Vulnerable communities deserve action and
more than promises for more protections for climate and extreme weather events in the
future. We strongly urge you to prioritize addressing extreme heat and community
resilience investments and policies and to protect the health and well-being of
vulnerable communities.

Sincerely,

Elle Chen
Legislative Director
Asian Pacific Environmental Network

Nataly Escobedo Garcia, PhD
Water Policy Coordinator
Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability

Manny Gonez
Policy Director
TreePeople

Sona Mohnot
Director, Climate Resilience
The Greenlining Institute

Alfredo Gonzalez
Director of Environmental Equity and
Justice
Resources Legacy Fund

Ben McCue
Executive Director
Outdoor Outreach

Ann Van Leer
Executive Director
The Escondido Creek Conservancy

Eli Lipmen
Executive Director
Move California
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Katie Valenzuela
Senior Policy Advocate
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition
(CVAQ)

Ector Olivares
Program Manager- Environmental Justice
Catholic Charities of Stockton

Josefina Barrantes
30x30 Coordinator / Del Norte Advocate
Environmental Protection Information
Center (EPIC)

Tori Kjer
Executive Director
Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League

Jonathan Klein
CEO and co-founder
UndauntedK12

Anne Kelsey Lamb
Director
Regional Asthma Management and
Prevention

Jennifer Clary
California Director
Clean Water Action

Mike Lynes
Policy Director
Audubon California

Ellie Cohen
CEO
The Climate Center

Barbara Sattler
Leadership Council
CA Nurses for Environmental Health and
Justice

Jazzari Taylor
Policy Advocate
Latino Outdoors

Enrique Huerta
Legislative Director
Climate Resolve

Julia Hatton
President & CEO
Rising Sun Center for Opportunity

Natalia Ospina
Legal Director
Center on Race, Poverty & the
Environment

Maribel Nunez
Executive Director
Inland Equity Community Land Trust

Larry Gross
Executive Director
Coalition for Economic Survival

Colleen Corrigan
Health Policy Associate
Children Now
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Jyoti Mishra
Associate Professor
NEATLabs
University of California San Diego

Claire Schlotterbeck
Executive Director
Hills For Everyone

Eamon O’Byrne
Executive Director
Sonoma Land Trust

Irene Kao
Executive Director
Courage California

Em Johnson
Director of Climate Resilience
Community Environmental Council

Jorge Rivera
Executive Co-Director
Healing and Justice Center

Shanti Singh
Legislative & Communications Director
Tenants Together

Clara Long
Director of Policy and Organizing
Human Impact Partners

Cynthia Strathmann
Executive Director
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy

Marven Norman
Policy Coordinator
Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice (CCAEJ)

Katelyn Roedner Sutter
California Director
Environmental Defense Fund

Cynthia Gómez
Deputy Director State Policy and
Advocacy
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights,
CHIRLA

Emi Yoko-Young
Policy Organizer
Reclaim Our Power

Mackenzie Wieser
CEO
Sacramento Splash

Steve Messer
President
Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists
Association

Esther Portillo
Senior Western Advocate
Natural Resources Defense Council

Zainab Badi
Workforce Policy Manager
GRID Alternatives

Steve Campbell
Regulatory Director
Vote Solar
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Raquel Mason
Senior Legislative Manager
California Environmental Justice Alliance

Agustin Cabrera
Policy Director
Strategic Concepts in Organizing and
Policy Education (SCOPE)

Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty
Executive Director
Wholly H2O

Robert M. Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Noe Páramo
Legislative Advocate
CRLA Foundation

Robert Haw
Principal
Habitable Designs

Xochitl Cortez
Executive Director
Frontline Catalysts

Anthony Dang
Policy and Community Outreach
Manager
Climate Action Campaign

Zach Lou
Coalition Director
California Green New Deal Coalition

Gema Perez
Executive Director
Greenfield Walking Group

Pauline Seales
Organizer
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network

Geneva M. Omann
Secretary, Board of Directors
We Advocate Thorough Environmental
Review

Cherry Robinson
Coalitions Chair
Climate Reality Project San Diego

Ian Gabriel
Director of Collective Impact
Lift to Rise

Karin Umfrey
Senior Staff Attorney
Worksafe

Rebecca Curry
Sr. Manager of Western Regional
Regional Policy
Rewiring America

Dezaraye Bagalayos
Co-Assoc Executive Director
Allensworth Progressive Association

Bobby Hayden
Officer
The Pew Charitable Trusts
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Tiffany Rivera
Climate Health Project Coordinator
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los
Angeles

Aydee Palomino
Environment Justice Campaign Project
Manager
Alianza Coachella Valley

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Mona Nyandoro Cummings
CEO
Tree Fresno

Jazzari Taylor
Policy Advocate
Latino Outdoors

Gabriela Facio
Senior Policy Strategist
Sierra Club California

Rhonda Berry
President
Our City Forest

Amos White
Founder & Chief Planting Officer
100K Trees for Humanity

Eamon O'Byrne
Executive Director
Sonoma Land Trust

Sharyn Romano
CEO
Los Angeles Beautification Team

Juan Altamirano
Director of Government Affairs
Trust for Public Land

Matthew Baker
Policy Director
Planning and Conservation League

Beckie Menten
California Director
Building Decarbonization Coalition

Tracy Katelman
Registered Professional Forester #2483
ForEverGreen Forestry

Nayamin Martinez
Executive Director
Central California Environmental Justice
Network

Pamela Heatherington
Board of Directors
Environmental Center of San Diego

Paul Mason
Vice President of Policy & Incentives
Pacific Forest Trust

Jeanne McConnell
Co Founder
Angelenos for Trees

Jean-Paul Renaud
Executive Director
Canopy

Markos Major
Director
Climate Action Now!
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Fatima Malik
CEO
Del Paso Heights Growers' Alliance

Shawn Kuk
Director of Community Planning &
Development
Koreatown Youth & Community Center

Rosa RiVera Furumoto
Good Heart Science Program
Coordinator
Parent Pioneers

Katie Palatinus
Board Member
Roseville Urban Forest Foundation

Laurie Broedling
Co-Founder
San Diego Green Infrastructure
Consortium

Jackie Heyneman
Chair Save
Our Forest

Juliana Gonzalez
Executive Director
The Watershed Project

Stuart Wood PhD
Executive Director
Sustainable Claremont

Torin Dunnavant
Executive Director
Tree Davis

David Wilkinson
Coordinator
Woodland Tree Foundation

Kenneth Knight
CEO
Your Children's Trees

Jonathan Pilch
Executive Director
Watsonville Wetlands Watch

Terry M. Welsh, MD
President
Coastal Corridor Alliance

Carlos Moran
Executive Director
North East Trees

Kelaine Ravdin
Urban Ecologist
Urban Ecos

Linda Rudolph, MD
Policy Advisor
Public Health Institute

Christine Viterelli
Grants Manager
City of Arvin

Laura Walsh
Policy Manager
Save the Bay

Wendy Butts
CEO
Los Angeles Conservation Corps

Katherine McNenny
Co-Founder
Industrial District Green

8



Claire Robinson
Managing Director
Amigos de los Rios

Mike Meador
Founder
California Greenworks

Grey Kolevzon
Executive Director
Growing Together

Rose Epperson
Executive Director
Western Chapter International Society of
Arboriculture

Jessica Sanders
Executive Director
Sacramento Tree Foundation

Victoria Vasquez
Grants & Public Policy Manager
California ReLeaf

Sandra F. Celedon
President and CEO
Fresno Building Healthy Communities
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Priorities for Addressing California’s Extreme Heat & Community Resilience Needs

California continues to fall short of making the decisions and investments necessary to
protect communities from the worsening crisis of extreme heat and climate change.
We champion policies and programs that support physical infrastructure, retrofits and
construction, as well as social infrastructure, knowledge sharing, integrated service
delivery, and meaningful engagement of our most overburdened and under-resourced
residents.

1. Recognizing that climate crisis is a threat multiplier for inequality, all
environmental protections for extreme heat and climate adaptation strategies
must build community resilience, meaning we need to make sure our
communities have the social and economic support needed to face the coming
climate disasters.

- For instance, if a multifamily building is hardened for extreme heat but these
retrofits skyrocket rent prices and displace residents from their homes, that is not a
community resilience strategy.

- Current and future climate adaptation programs and policies must not only
protect communities from several climate threats but also deliver economic relief
and social support to effectively meet the multiple needs of communities as they
face crises.

2. The State must maintain its commitment to the Extreme Heat Action Plan (2022)
with goals to invest in social resilience, promote and fund nature-based solutions
to reduce extreme heat risks, invest in cool buildings and surfaces, and support
heat resilient and cooler communities.

3. Ensure that all new and existing single-family and multifamily residential buildings,
including mobile homes and manufactured homes, can maintain a maximum
safe indoor air temperature. New legislation should include requirements such as
mandatory building standards for safe maximum indoor air temperature in newly
constructed and existing dwelling units

4. Create a Climate and Sustainability Insurance and Risk Reduction Program
designed to uplift disadvantaged communities where climate risks are
disproportionately impacting our most vulnerable populations.

Priorities for Budgetary Action
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While collectively California’s support programs offer a multi-faceted defense against
the record-breaking high heat temperatures when funded, the state has continued to
divest completely from them (e.g. Community Resilience Centers, Transformative
Climate Communities, Urban and Community Forestry Program) or significantly reduce
their funding allocation (e.g. Equitable Building Decarbonization). In addition, these
programs combined would receive less than four percent of the proposed resources
bond funding, with the Equitable Building Decarbonization program excluded
completely.

The state must prioritize and commit to sustaining investments in all of these programs
that will face challenges in the coming fiscal years.

Importantly, the programs above not only offer protections from extreme weather
events -- they also provide communities with multiple socioeconomic benefits alongside
pollution reduction strategies, to build holistic community resilience.

Here are several programs that merit significant state investment:

● Strategic Growth Council’s (SGC) Community Resilience Centers (CRC) program:
○ Ensures residents have access to trusted community spaces that provide

much needed relief during times of crisis and year-round programming to
support climate resilience

○ Round 1 was oversubscribed by 700%
○ In Round 1, only 27 out of 189 applications received funding

● SGC’s Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) program:
○ Delivers multiple GHG emission-reducing strategies, like affordable

solar-powered housing with access to clean public transit and active
transportation

○ Requires “transformative plans” for community engagement,
anti-displacement, workforce development and climate resilience

○ Across 5 rounds, only 10 out of 32 planning and project development
applicants received implementation grants, indicating a robust pipeline of
projects ripe for implementation

○ In Round 5, only 11 of 31 applications received funding
● CAL FIRE’s Urban and Community Forestry program:
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○ The State’s primary vehicle for delivering nature-based solutions for
extreme heat – responsible for supporting the planting of thousands of
trees across California over the last five decades and improving canopy
cover in hundreds of disadvantaged communities that lack natural shade
and green places to escape high heat.

○ The last round of funding was oversubscribed by 500%
● California Energy Commission’s Equitable Building Decarbonization (EBD)

program:
○ Helps achieve the state’s climate goals while ensuring that low- and

moderate-income households are able to access crucial, holistic home
upgrades and co-benefits such as lower energy bills and improved indoor
air quality

○ At least 6 million low and moderate income homes will need support with
decarbonization, at an estimate of $12–25,000 per household

● CNRA’s Urban Greening Program:
○ Utilizes nature-based solutions to transform the built environment into

places that are more sustainable, enjoyable, and effective in creating
vibrant communities

○ Oversubscribed by 300%
● CAL FIRE’s Green Schoolyards Program:

○ Transforms K-12 schools and child care centers from concrete campuses
to natural areas where our youth can enjoy outdoor learning and
recreation supported by shade trees, playfields, and other green
infrastructure that mitigates extreme heat and supports improved learning
and human health.

○ Oversubscribed by 300% in it first round of funding
● OPR’s Extreme Heat and Community Resilience Program:

○ Supports extreme heat interventions such as promoting evaporative
cooling and offering public education to reduce the harm of extreme
heat on our most vulnerable communities

● HCD’s Maximum Safe Indoor Air Temperature Standard and Policy:
○ In addition to adopting a maximum safe indoor air temperature standard

and policy (see principles and priorities above), the state will need to
invest funding to ensure this policy is implemented through either existing
or new programs.
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