


SUBMITTED ON 8/29 AT 5:15PM PST

August 29, 2024

Governor Gavin Newsom
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Cottie Petrie-Norris
Chair, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
1020 N Street, Room 408A
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Oppose AB 3121 (Petrie-Norris) - Reject Cuts to CalSHAPE, SGIP, and SOMAH
Programs

Dear Governor Newsom and Assemblymember Petrie-Norris,

We, the undersigned organizations representing a diverse coalition of environmental justice,
clean energy advocates and consumer organizations, oppose Assembly Bill 3121 (AB 3121),
which would gut critical programs that advance clean energy solutions, provide relief from
skyrocketing energy costs for low-income renters and provide climate resilience for our most
vulnerable communities.

It makes little sense to address California's exorbitant electricity bills by gutting the few
programs we have that give working-class communities some degree of control over their
skyrocketing energy costs. We understand the burden that Californians are facing paying the
highest electricity bills in the nation and agree that it should be a priority to provide relief to
families, however a one-time bill credit will do little to fix California’s high energy costs, when the
utilities are still allowed to overspend and collect profits without meaningful scrutiny. Put simply,
any one-time bill reduction will be wiped out by the next, inevitable rate hike, and it doesn’t
increase clean energy production, which helps reduce the impacts of the climate crisis, which
are felt first and worst by Communities of Concern.



Instead of cosmetic fixes on the backs of working people, we instead urge the legislature to
focus on developing a comprehensive strategy to address California’s energy affordability crisis,
which includes holding investor-owned utilities accountable for their overspending and misuse of
ratepayer funds. Making cuts to critical programs would set California back in this progress to
meet aggressive climate and equity goals.

We are deeply concerned about cuts to the California Schools Healthy Air, Plumbing, and
Efficiency (CalSHAPE), The Self-Generation Incentive Program (SGIP) and the Solar on
Multifamily Affordable Housing (SOMAH) programs, which not only provide affordability benefits
to schools, renters and low-income communities, but also protect against extreme heat,
contribute to economic development in underserved communities and provide reliability benefits
to all Californinas.

Simply put, there is no-one time bill credit that will fix California’s energy affordability issue.
There can be no ratepayer relief without holding utilities accountable for their out-of-control
spending. We cannot afford to focus on short term solutions and sacrifice programs that provide
long lasting benefits to our most vulnerable communities.

We urge state leaders to reject these proposed cuts and instead focus on creating a long-term
strategy to address energy affordability and finally hold investor owned-utilities accountable for
creating this problem.

Sincerely,

Karinna Gonzalez
Deputy Director
Hammond Climate Solutions Foundation

Anthony Dang
Policy and Community Outreach Manager
Climate Action Campaign

Sam Mazzeo
Managing Partner
Better APC

Eddie Price
Founder
San Diego Urban Sustainability Coalition

Victoria Abrenica
Founder
East County BIPOC

Kara Ballester
President
BQuest Foundation



Dave Rosenfeld
Executive Director
Solar Rights Alliance

Carolyn Marsden
Member
San Diego SEQUEL

Gabe von Wellsheim
CEO
Aloha Solar Power

Sam Mazzeo
Director
Business for Good San Diego

Pam Heatherington
Board Member
Environmental Center of San Diego

Justin Hammond
CEO
Hammond Greentech

Peter Zahn
CEO
Futures Unbound

Tama Becker-Varano
Lead Organizer
Change Begins With ME (Indivisible)

Jake Marshall
Operations Manager
Greentech Renewables San Diego

Jennifer Tanner
Leader
Indivisible CA GreenTeam

Adriene Couter
Steering Committee
Indivisible Ventura

Ruth Richardson
Co Leader
Rooted in Resistance

Andrea León Grossmann



Deputy Program Director - West
Vote Solar

Lydia Poncé
Earth Justice Coordinator
Idle No More, Venice

Martha Camacho Rodriguez
Social Eco Education

Esperanza Vielma
Executive Director
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water

Esperanza Vielma
Pastor Ambrose Carroll
Co founders
CEEE

Frankie Orona
Executive Director
Society of Native Nations

Veronica Aguirre
Co-Chair
Healthy Environment for All Lives

Conner Everts
Executive Director
SoCal Watershed Alliance

Jessica Tovar
Energy Democracy Director
Local Clean Energy Alliance

Maureen Forney
Co Facilitator
Third Act San Francisco

Fred Bialy
Co-chairperson, Contra Costa County Policy Action Squad
Climate Reality Project Bay Area

Emi Yoko-Young
Policy Organizer
Reclaim Our Power

Susan Silber
Founder
Collective Resilience



Claire Broome
350 Bay Area

  Ben Schwartz
Policy Manager
Clean Coalition

Marian Sedio
Secretary
North County Climate Change Alliance

Eric Brooks
Campaign Coordinator
Californians for Energy Choice

Phil Glosserman
Lead Facilitator
Third Act SoCal

Elle Chen
Legislative Director
Asian Pacific Environmental Network


